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Section 1 – General Comments 

This report covers the ESOL Skills For Life Level 1 and Level 2 
Reading papers sat in the December 2013 series. 

Level 1 candidates performed well, demonstrating a strong command of 
Level 1 reading skills and a familiarity with the question types in the paper. 
There was a much larger variance in performance of Level 2 candidates, and 
a lack of familiarity with some question types was a significant reason for 
poor performance against some of the assessment criteria. In particular, 
candidates struggled to identify how meaning is conveyed through linguistic 
techniques (such as humour, bias, alliteration, for example) and layout 
decisions taken by the author (such as the use of subtitles, bullet points, bold 
font, for example).   

Section 2 -  Areas of good performance  

Level 1 candidates performed well across all assessment criteria. 

Level 2 candidates performed well when reading texts in detail, when 
identifying the purposes of texts, when summarising information from 
different sources and when identifying suitable responses to texts. 



Section 3 -  Areas for development  

Level 2  

The main area for development is in respect of the following: Identifying the 
purpose of texts and commenting on how meaning is conveyed. In particular, 
it is the second aspect of this criterion that needs addressing.  This 
assessment criterion is testing skills very closely related to those outlined in 
the ESOL Core Curriculum, Rt/L2, Basic Skills Standards level descriptors 1, 2, 
3, 4, 5 and 6. 

 

This aspect of reading is tested by asking candidates to identify specific 
techniques the author of a text has used in order to effectively convey 
meaning. These techniques can be related to either the layout of the text or 
the language used in the text. For instance, in a newspaper article, the 
headline is crucial in compelling a reader to continue. The very fact a 
headline is used helps to convey what the article is about. Within that 
headline, techniques of language may be used to enhance the effectiveness 
of the headline, for example through using alliteration or humour. Other 
layout techniques may include features such as sub-headings, columns, 
varying font sizes, italics, paragraphing, numbering, bullet points etc. 
Language techniques may include metaphors or similes, repetition, 
hyperbole, persuasive writing, biased reporting, for example. 

 

In a typical question addressing this aspect of reading, a candidate will be 
asked to identify four techniques of language or layout used by the author, 
and to accompany each identified technique with the example from the text 
OR its location in the text OR an explanation of the effect of the technique. 
For example, if the technique identified was alliteration, the expected answer 
would be: 

Alliteration, ie, Sammy’s Save Spares Spondon Strikers. 

Alternatively, if the technique identified was simply the author’s use of a 
heading, the expected answer would be: 

Heading, Local Fire Station to Close. 



It was apparent that many Level 2 candidates had not been prepared for this 
type of questioning, with several entering no response at all. Other 
responses clearly indicated a lack of understanding of what was being asked. 
It is essential that candidates are prepared for this type of questioning as 
approximately one fifth of all marks available address this criterion. 

 

A second area for further teaching and development is in identifying bias 
within a document. Candidates are asked to identify up to five specific 
phrases, clauses or sentences that are biased. Some candidates’ answers 
revealed that they had not come across this type of questioning before or 
had very little understanding of what makes a text, phrase, clause or 
sentence biased. 

Section 4 - Recommendations/Advice for centres 

The interim ESOL SfL Reading assessments at levels 1-2 are based on the 
same specification as the Functional Skills English Reading assessments, and 
it is advisable for centres to use the FS samples as examples of assessments 
that follow the same format. 

 

Read the Functional Skills English Chief Examiner Reports, also available on 
the City & Guilds website. 

 

Ensure candidates are familiar with different techniques of language and 
layout used by different authors in a variety of texts, specifically looking at 
how these techniques are used to effectively convey meaning.  

 

Expose candidates to examples of biased writing, asking them to pick out the 
biased sections. Candidates should be looking at biased writing in a variety of 
texts, such as advertisements, newspaper articles, reports, promotional 
material and letters, for example. 
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